
Sexual assault statistics

• 1 in 5 women and 1 in 20 men have experienced sexual violence since the age of 15 
years (1)

• 1 in 3 (2) women and 1 in 6 men (3,4) are abused before the age of 18

• 93 percent of offenders are male (5)

• Intimate partner violence is the leading contributor to preventable death, disability and illness in 
Victorian women aged 15 - 44. It is responsible for more of the disease burden than high blood 
pressure, smoking or obesity (6)

• 1 in 6 reports to Police of rape and less than 1 in 7 reports of incest of sexual penetration of a 
child result in prosecution (7)

• Family violence affects 1 in 5 women in Victoria (8)

• Family Violence costs Australia about $8 billion per year, a substantial proportion of which is 
borne by the victims themselves (6)

• An estimated 27 percent of children who were in homes where violence was being experienced 
by a current partner had witnessed the violence (1)

• 14% (1 in 7) of women sexually assaulted by a current partner and 16% (just over 1 in 6) by any 
other male reported to the Police (9)

• In 2005 in Australia an estimated 44,100 persons aged 18 years and over were victims of at least 
one sexual assault. This is a victimization prevalence rate of 0.3 %.  Approximately 72,000 
incidents of sexual assault were experienced by these victims (1)

• 76 percent of rape offenders sentenced in the past 6 years received a custodial sentence. The 
average was 4 years 6 months - 5 years 9 months. Median was 5 years. The sentences handed 
down to offenders ranged from as low as 12 months to 20 years at the highest. (10)

1. Australian Bureau of Statistics. 2005, 'Personal Safety, Australia', Canberra, Cat # 4906.0

2. United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), 2003.  'Not A Minute More: Ending Violence Against Women'

3. One in Six Organisation.  http://www.1in6.org

4. US Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 1998. 'Adverse Childhood Experiences 
Study'.  Department of Health and Human Services, USA

5. Australian Bureau of Statistics. 2002, 'Crime and Safety, Australia', Canberra, Cat. # 4509.0.

6. VicHealth 2004, The Health Costs of Violence: Measuring the Burden of Disease Caused by Intimate Partner Violence, A summary of 
findings, Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, Melbourne.

7. Victorian Law Reform Commission, 2004. 'Sexual Offences: Law and Procedure Final Report'.  Victorian Law Reform Commission, 
Victoria

8. Victorian Government, Office of the Premier, 2007.  'A New Approach to Reduce Family Violence' Media Release, 27th April 2007

9. Mouzos, J and Makkai, T, 2004.  'Women’s Experiences of Male Violence: Findings from the Australian Component of the International 
Violence Against Women Survey (2004)'.  ARROW Discovery Service, Australia.

10. Sentencing Advisory Council, 2007. 'Sentencing snapshot No. 26: Sentencing trends for rape in the higher courts of Victoria, 2001-02 to 
2005-06', State of Victoria, Australia

Compiled May 2008

South Eastern Centre Against Sexual Assault is a service of Southern Health
9928 8741 (administration)                             9594 2289 (CRISIS LINE)                                     www.secasa.com.au

© 2009 SECASA.  This information remains the property of SECASA but may be photocopied or otherwise reproduced providing this copyright 
notice is included.  Last updated 12 Feb 2009


	Sexual assault statistics

